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 HIGH SCHOOL FINANCIAL CAPABILITY SURVEY

Map your money journey – High school
Managing money is an important skill for everyone to have. Take this 
survey to find out where you are today and then plan your financial future.

Survey instructions
Here’s what you do:  

	§ Answer 30 questions as honestly as you can. Your answers will be private.   

	§ Find out about your current money smarts and skills.

	§ Explore things you can do to manage your money better.

 Part 1

How often does each statement describe you or your situation?

This statement describes me  Most of the 
time Often Sometimes Rarely I don't know

1.	 When I have a problem to solve,  
I find out as much information as  
I can about it. 

2.	 I try to think of many different 
approaches when I’m solving a 
problem.  

3.	 When I make a decision, I go 
with my "gut feeling" and I 
don’t think too much about the 
consequences. 

4.	 I spend a lot of time thinking 
about how what I do today will 
affect me in the future. 

5.	 I’d rather save my money for an 
important purchase than spend 
it immediately on something that 
doesn’t matter much to me.   
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This statement describes me  Most of the 
time Often Sometimes Rarely I don't know

6.	 I will give up what I want today to 
get what I want in the future. 

7.	 I finish my homework on or 
before the due date.

8.	 It’s easy for me to stop myself 
from buying things I can’t afford.

 Part 2

How often does each statement describe you or your situation?

This statement describes me or  
my situation   

Most of the 
time Often Sometimes Rarely I don't know

9.	 When my family buys me things, 
I try to “pay them back" by 
helping them out.

10.	 I feel personal responsibility when 
spending my family’s money.

11.	 I don’t care if other people have 
more money than I do.

12.	 I think it’s important to save money 
for things I want to buy or have.

13.	 I think it’s important to save money 
for my education and my future.  

14.	 When I’m feeling down, I buy 
things to cheer myself up.	  

15.	 I keep track of how much money 
I spend. 

16.	 Before I buy something, I ask 
myself if I need it or just want it. 

17.	 If I really want something, I work 
hard to get it.

18.	 I let my friends’ choices guide 
what I decide to buy. 

19.	 I’m confident in my ability to 
achieve a financial goal I set.

20.	 When I’m in trouble or have a 
challenge to deal with, I can 
usually find a solution.
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 Part 3

How often is this statement true?

This statement is   True most of 
the time Often true Sometimes 

true Rarely true I don't know

21.	 I’m good at making money 
decisions and managing money. 

22.	 How much a person charges on 
their credit card will affect their 
credit rating.  

23.	 A good rule to live by is to have 
an emergency fund that covers 
two to six months of expenses.    

24.	 Compound interest lets me earn 
interest on my principal and my 
interest.  

25.	 Because of compound interest, 
the earlier I start saving for 
retirement, the more money I’ll 
have when I retire.    

26.	 If a person uses their home as a 
guarantee for a loan, they could 
lose their home. 

27.	 If a person has an adjustable-rate 
mortgage and the interest rate 
goes up, their monthly mortgage 
payments will go up. 

28.	 I only trust information I find on 
the Internet if I know it’s from a 
reliable, factual source.   

29.	 To decide if I can trust what I 
read, I think about its purpose (for 
example, is it selling something?).  

30.	 Researching products and 
comparison shopping can help 
me make buying decisions that 
are best for me.


	Name 7: 
	Date 7: 
	Class 7: 
	Check Box 2: Off
	Check Box 3: Off
	Check Box 4: Off
	Check Box 5: Off
	Check Box 6: Off
	3a 15: Off
	3a 16: Off
	3a 17: Off
	3a 19: Off
	3a 64: Off
	3a 20: Off
	3a 21: Off
	3a 22: Off
	3a 24: Off
	3a 63: Off
	3a 25: Off
	3a 26: Off
	3a 27: Off
	3a 29: Off
	3a 62: Off
	3a 30: Off
	3a 31: Off
	3a 32: Off
	3a 34: Off
	3a 61: Off
	3a 35: Off
	3a 36: Off
	3a 37: Off
	3a 39: Off
	3a 60: Off
	3a 69: Off
	3a 68: Off
	3a 67: Off
	3a 66: Off
	3a 65: Off
	3a 74: Off
	3a 73: Off
	3a 72: Off
	3a 71: Off
	3a 70: Off
	Check Box 11: Off
	Check Box 10: Off
	Check Box 9: Off
	Check Box 8: Off
	Check Box 7: Off
	3a 54: Off
	3a 53: Off
	3a 18: Off
	3a 52: Off
	3a 89: Off
	3a 51: Off
	3a 50: Off
	3a 23: Off
	3a 49: Off
	3a 88: Off
	3a 48: Off
	3a 47: Off
	3a 28: Off
	3a 46: Off
	3a 87: Off
	3a 45: Off
	3a 44: Off
	3a 33: Off
	3a 43: Off
	3a 86: Off
	3a 42: Off
	3a 41: Off
	3a 38: Off
	3a 40: Off
	3a 85: Off
	3a 84: Off
	3a 83: Off
	3a 82: Off
	3a 81: Off
	3a 80: Off
	3a 79: Off
	3a 78: Off
	3a 77: Off
	3a 76: Off
	3a 75: Off
	3a 58: Off
	3a 57: Off
	3a 56: Off
	3a 55: Off
	3a 100: Off
	3a 99: Off
	3a 98: Off
	3a 97: Off
	3a 96: Off
	3a 95: Off
	3a 94: Off
	3a 93: Off
	3a 92: Off
	3a 91: Off
	3a 90: Off
	3a 105: Off
	3a 104: Off
	3a 103: Off
	3a 102: Off
	3a 101: Off
	Check Box 16: Off
	Check Box 15: Off
	Check Box 14: Off
	Check Box 13: Off
	Check Box 12: Off
	3a 139: Off
	3a 138: Off
	3a 137: Off
	3a 136: Off
	3a 135: Off
	3a 134: Off
	3a 133: Off
	3a 132: Off
	3a 131: Off
	3a 130: Off
	3a 129: Off
	3a 128: Off
	3a 127: Off
	3a 126: Off
	3a 125: Off
	3a 124: Off
	3a 123: Off
	3a 122: Off
	3a 121: Off
	3a 120: Off
	3a 119: Off
	3a 118: Off
	3a 117: Off
	3a 59: Off
	3a 116: Off
	3a 115: Off
	3a 114: Off
	3a 113: Off
	3a 112: Off
	3a 111: Off
	3a 110: Off
	3a 109: Off
	3a 108: Off
	3a 107: Off
	3a 106: Off
	3a 145: Off
	3a 144: Off
	3a 143: Off
	3a 142: Off
	3a 141: Off
	3a 140: Off
	3a 1013: Off
	3a 1012: Off
	3a 1011: Off
	3a 1010: Off


